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LIVE EXPORT TRADE 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 pm]: I want to make a brief 
contribution to the house tonight on the biggest issue in the agriculture sector today; that is, the problems facing 
the live export trade, which is a very important trade to Western Australia. As a livestock producer myself, 
I certainly understand the importance of that trade, but like everyone I was absolutely appalled by what I saw on 
television the other night. I find it difficult to believe that anyone in the livestock industry would treat sheep in the 
manner we saw on TV the other night. It lets everybody in the industry down. We have all been simultaneously 
angered by what we saw, especially those of us who raise livestock and work with animals. It is most distressing 
that they can be treated in such an inhumane way after all the care and attention we give those stock to get them 
to market readiness—we have them ready to go, potentially overseas. 

Sadly, this is not the first incident we have had in the livestock live export industry. We can look back through 
history. From time to time, no matter how we try as a sector to introduce protocols and procedures to meet 
community expectations of animal welfare, we always find an individual or organisation that considers itself to be 
above those practices and procedures and steps around them and lets down the whole sector and industry—every 
producer, every livestock agent and everybody involved in the industry. Here we go again. We have an issue that 
needs to be resolved quickly to give the public confidence that we, as an industry, can manage the welfare of our 
animals. The Labor government introduced the exporter supply chain assurance scheme, ESCAS, to give the 
Australian public and the public around the world some comfort that we would act in a responsible manner. I think 
that scheme has been picked up by other countries. However, sadly, on this occasion it was breached significantly. 

In the ensuing fallout, I must say that it has been refreshing to see that our agriculture minister, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, and the federal agriculture minister, Hon David Littleproud, have come together to try 
to work out some terms of review so that we can look at why we are having problems at this time of the year. This 
happened in August, when we take livestock bare shorn from the cold southern winter into the northern summer. 
For the last two Augusts in a row we have had some problems complying with the requirements of ESCAS in 
terms of treating animals humanely. As members would know, there was an incident in 2016 that resulted in the 
deaths of over 3 000 sheep. It makes some sense to perhaps review our live livestock movements into the northern 
summer. There are a few good reasons to do that. As a producer, I can tell the house that May, June and July are 
the lowest turn-off months for farmers turning off livestock. The next three months of August, September and 
October, and into November, are our highest turn-off months for livestock. A supply glut is not caused by livestock 
being turned off Australian farms or by reviewing the trade at that time of the year. 

I can also tell the house that all processors in Australia have abundant capacity at that time of the year. The lower 
turn-off of livestock has an effect on the amount of stock going through the works and on the staffing of those 
works. Because less stock is going through, processors will often let staff go, knowing that they will need to start 
replacing those staff when numbers pick up. It is a wise option to look at how we might transition more, bearing 
in mind that almost one-third of the live sheep that were being exported to the Middle East have now been 
transitioned to being processed, which of course results in local jobs in Australia. Australia still has plenty of 
processing capacity to further that even more, especially at these times of the year. 

It is an issue on which we need to put politics to one side. It is an issue on which all state and federal governments 
need to work together. I note that the Western Australian Farmers Federation has welcomed the review of livestock 
shipping into the northern summer. I do not have a position today from the Pastoralists and Graziers Association, 
but I know that organisation is as appalled with what it has seen in this latest instance as everyone. It is a big 
supporter of the trade, as we all are. We want to come together to produce a sustainable trade. 

I encourage every opposition member to put politics to one side. This is a very important issue for the livestock 
industry. It is a very important issue for agriculture. No-one is talking about banning the industry. Everyone wants 
to find a solution that will give the public of Australia some comfort that we have moved forward in the right 
direction and are taking positive steps in the area of animal welfare. If we do not do that, the industry will be under 
serious threat. There is no doubt that pressure will continue to mount. As these breaches continue to happen—as 
they are; we have not been able to sort out our act yet—and unless we can find protocols and ways to stop business 
as usual and move to a more sustainable footing in the live export trade, we will come under significant pressure 
to stop that trade. That is not good for livestock producers and agriculture. We should all be working together, 
putting politics aside and getting on with the job. 
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